
Custom House Maritime Museum
your local, independent, community museum - open year-round  -
telling the stories of New London's waterfront!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Founded as a preservation group.
As one gets older, you realize that the buildings are the permanent things—we all are just passing through. This, of course, is NL’s US Customs House, arguably the most-significant building in the City, designed by Robert Mills, the nation’s first federal architect, in 1833. We’ve since adopted three additional buildings and launched a number of other preservation campaigns.



2019 – the year so far at the Custom  House

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have spoken to the NL Rotary many times.
Alan Lyon – your treasurer – is also our treasurer.
Without his terrific help last fall we might well have gone out of business.
But as you all know, that long and protracted lawsuit is now behind us.
I want to show you what we have done since January 1, 2019.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Third-grade Local History & Landmarks program continues
Three hundred NL students met at the Custom House, two classes at a time.
New this year, we included an opportunity to dress like a sailor – in conjunction with our ‘Kids Ahoy’ exhibition.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students alternated between all three floors at the Custom House.
They learned about the natural world and ‘Smeagull the Seagull’ with author Mark Seth Lender on the lower level, 
About the Amistad (with me) on the 2nd floor
And they learned about our local lighthouses and deep-sea dive gear with NLMS educator Jody Barthel on the ground floor.
Valerie Hoard was an excellent assistant on all days.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In March we took a Seal Watch with the Black Hawk out of Niantic.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We had a couple of days with more than 20 cadets working at the museum performing community service.
We finally could move forward on a number of projects as, in November 2018, we finally repaired the four interior gutters in the custom house attic, stopping the major source of water penetrating the building.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The lower-level Archibald Chester room was turned into a ship model gallery.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We had a whale boat float in the St Patrick’’s Day Parade.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In December 2018, the Custom House was selected as the site for a Re-Org project.
Museum conservators from around the country and world studied our collections issues in an online course, the culmination of which was the reorg day two weeks ago.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We put the new tent frame up just two days before the Re-Org work day.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The actual Re-Org day, conservators took over the museum’s first & 2nd floors.
Everything from the collections room was moved out under the tent to be sorted, cleaned and protected.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tah-Dah!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The photo on the left shows the room as it was, with non-collection items, packing boxes, and display cases strewn on top of everything else.
The plan, top right, is what the room was like before re-org.
The plan, center right, was the scheme devised by students in the online course
The photo, lover right, shows donated materials being delivered to the museum.



Presenter
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This is the new collections room arrangement.
It was modified on site as the group saw what we had.
You’ll note they turned several of our flat files on their sides to create places for paintings.
Al the empty frames, props, & extra display cases were moved to the sub-basement.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Catet volunteers helped us with some tricky, heavy moves – like putting the jib-boom up in a niche.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We created a Jibboom display area in the lighthouse gallery (which Russ loves).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There have been two Jibboom Club meetings so far this season. Here Jason Golden tells about Plum Island (last Tuesday).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On Wednesday we supported the Kings Point Alum’s National Maritime Day ceremony at Ft Trumbull.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We held the luncheon after the ceremony back at the custom house.

There were three announcements:
Here Hugh Peltz, of Citizens Bank, gives the whaling painting to NLMS.

We also announced the Cross Sound collaboration & gift
And that Kings Point will be loaning us the bell from the original US Merchant Marine Academy at Ft Trumbull.
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The Granddaughter and great-grandson of artist Lars Thorsen.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Out luncheon speaker told about the 200th anniversary of the voyage of the ‘Savannah’ & NL Capt. Moses Rogers.
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The whaling painting in place…installation in progress.
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The reconfigured lighthouse exhibition.
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Presentation Notes
‘Kids Ahoy’ moves towards completion



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On Saturday the Blackers brought in this terrific stand and wheel – a setting for childrens’ photos.
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Presentation Notes
Here is the ‘Kids’ Ahoy’ sailor section in the MUSEUM SHOP
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Our new summer SHOP items
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Presentation Notes
What’s next? The knot display area will soon house a periscope.
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That’s what is going on inside the museum



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outside, we are in the midst of the last round of third-grade visits – this time, we’re taking the students to see Fort Turmbull.



New London Harbor Light - A Brief Timeline

1646 - John Winthrop founds the first English settlement on the Thames River, in the Colony of 
Connecticut.

1715 - a lighthouse is built off Boston, the first in the north American colonies.

1730s - New London's first 'beacon' is established at Harris Point on the west bank of the 
'Harbour's Mouth', (where the Thames River meets Long Island Sound). It's purpose is to 
provide warning against an approach by the French fleet

1759 - under King George II, land is purchased to establish a true lighthouse.

Lighthouses, like forts, were considered part of the coastal defense system.

1761 - Harbor Lighthouse is constructed at a cost of £715, (roughly $285,000.

New London Harbor Light is the first lighthouse built on Long Island Sound

New London's lighthouse is first lit the night of November 7, 1761.

1765--1783 - The American Revolutionary War

1789 The United States Lighthouse Establishment is created under the U..S. Treasury, and 
local administration of lighthouses is handled by U.S. Customs agents. Harbor Light becomes 
the fourth of the original 12 colonial lights that the young United States government manages 
under its newly established Lighthouse Board. .

1790 - Harbor lighthouse is ceded to the United States, according to the Memoranda of 
Cessions by Connecticut.

1791 - George Washington, himself, signs a contract authorizing the expenditure of $360 
quarterly to supply New London Harbor Light's six lamps with spermaceti whale oil, with the 
Act for the Establishment and support of Lighthouse, Beacons, Buoys, and Public Piers.

1800 - Congress appropriates $15,700 "for rebuilding, altering, and improving the lighthouse at 
New London, Conn."

1801 - Abisha Woodward of New London completes construction of the new (current) 
lighthouse. Originally left unpainted, the tower is whitewashed some time in the mid-19th 
century. It is now the oldest and tallest lighthouse in Connecticut.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We finally were allowed to resume public tours at Harbor Lighthouse – based upon pre-existing, non-conforming zoning rights.
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We have been giving tours since 2010



Presenter
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Last year, we added an opening to the lighthouse ‘wall’ and granite steps, so that people can visit the lighthouse entirely on our own property.



Presenter
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Our first tour took place in mid March.
We now give two or three tours every week.



Presenter
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We also ow Ledge Lighthouse.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We teach about the lighthouse every day at the Custom House. 
Here is the original Fresnel lens from Ledge Lighthouse.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year we started ’fun-sized’ six-person tours to Ledge.
The LLF gives charter tours on Project O’s Big Blue Boat that take up-to 50 passengers.



New London Maritime Society
New London Rotary
May 30, 2019

nlmaritimesociety.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year there is a change!
I have contacted the USCG LIS team to see if we can put the previous lens at the museum.
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Sunset Tours start June 16-17
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As do Full-moon boat tours
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We are running a campaign to raise funds to have an architectural study done of Race Rock Light.
We still need $2,000..
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We hope to run a few small public trips there this summer



Presenter
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This truly is our universe.
All the parts are working together.
We’re planning for a terrific Summer season.
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